2023 Big 8 Spring General Assembly
Minutes
March 20, 2023

Attendees
David Silverstein		Christine Worsley
Tony Espinoza			Collin Pregliasco
Matt Markovich		Jeannie Calamar
Scott Decker			Steven Roberson
Matt Wright			Rachel Johnson
Nick Stavrianoudakis		Jim Collins
Will Garcia			Mark McGreevy
David Voortman		Jackie Ponciano-Babb
Cailin Mullins			Amber Brommond (sp??)

Meeting started at 9:05am

Supplements, EOY & Schedules:

Men’s Basketball and Women’s Basketball – Christine Worsley and Jeannie Calamar
Schedule challenges. 3C2A dates were incorrect.  We based our schedule on that.  Counting back, the dates were off.  So the schedule was redone.  Supplement incomplete without officials contract.   Will send out schedule all out at once and will send out.  We can vote on the schedule so coaches can finish their preseason schedules.  Wendy Daily is working on basketball contracts for men and women within the week.  Collin requested that the contracts go out to AD’s at least a week before we vote on them.  Nick asked that we vote on approving the schedule with condition that we see the contract a week before.  14-0 passed.  We changed academic all-conference award, but we will use spring semester grades for basketball.  However women want to use fall semester grades, to honor them at their fall sports banquets.  The men are still discussing this.  This would require a constitution vote to change.  Vote to change it to fall for women’s basketball academic all conference.  17-0 passed.

Men’s and Women’s Cross Country – Steve Roberson, replacing Rick Anderson as admin rep.  Supplement has a couple of changes, practice date, conference competition dates, championship date, with hope of Santa Rosa hosting.  2024 competition host will be Delta College, not Diablo Valley College.  15-0 passed.

Women’s Golf – Nick Stavrianoudakis.  Supplement article 2 section 2, we added that Taft and Fresno may be fielding a team.  We made a schedule that included them but can adjust if they are not.  Also adding Section 3 language if legislation passes.  NorCals will be hosted by Sac City.  State championship hosted by Modesto in Paso Robles, Hunter Ranch.  6-0-4 passed.

Men’s Soccer – Will Garcia.  Supplement stat time after daylight savings time was kept, 4pm until Nov 1, then 3pm start time after Nov. 1.  Coaches want to not have co-champions for soccer, but instead use tiebreaker criteria to determine a champion.  Question was if women’s soccer is also using daylight savings time.  The women are 3:30pm prior to daylight savings time and 3:00pm after, without signifying a date.  To be consistent, let’s use “daylight savings time” or “November 1st”.  We decided to use November 1st, versus daylight savings time, 10-1 passed.
Is there a reason why the game times are different prior to November 1st (Men 4pm, women 3:30pm)?  We will leave the times as is, not setting times for double headers.  10-0-1 passed.

Women’s Soccer – Matt Wright.  No major changes other than the Nov. 1, just discussed.  Rotation for sport chair was added, based on alphabetic name of college.  We are in third year of conference tournament.  16-0 passed.

Volleyball – Mark McGreevy.  Changes in supplement mostly connected to calendar.  Game times are at 6:30. There is a desire of coaches for competition to begin August 23, if proposed legislation gets approved, versus the current August 25.   The recommendation was to list Aug 25 as first competition, and if legislation passes, then change it later.  16-0 passed.

Men’s and Women’s Water Polo – Scott Decker.  No major changes to supplement.  Scheduling is simple, on rotation basis.  ARC is scheduled to host championships.  College of Marin will host state.  EOY report was provided.  Pertinent information: some complaints about officials professionalism and inappropriate behavior, acknowledging there’s not a big pool of officials available.  We need our coaches to be able to provide feedback to the assigners, for all sports.  Potentially Santa Rosa may be coming back to the conference with water polo.  Matt Markovich thought he may have an answer soon.  If so, we can add Santa Rosa into the existing bye.  Sac City water polo there was uncertainty if they were coming back or not.  11-0-2 passed.

Wrestling – Tony Espinoza.  First year all north wrestling was combined into the Big 8, splitting into a north and south division.  Schedule was flipped from the last year.  Supplement was updated, dates and sport chairs.  College of the Redwoods was looking into adding wrestling.  Women’s wrestling was discussed, where Sac City, Fresno and Redwoods may have club teams and Delta may have women’s wrestling in Spring 2024.  8-0-7 passed.

Commissioner Reports and Comments:

· Ejections - 13 so far.
· Budget – was shown.
· Baseball timers – Ordered for everyone.  Don’t know if everyone received them yet.  We have not been billed.  Matt Markovich added that it seems to be going as planned.
· Proposed budget – was shown.
· Awards and banners – will look into.  Reimbursement for banners, is $125.  We should add into constitution.
· Retiring – Nick Stavrianoudakis
· Appeals  - only one approved out of several submitted.  Question was how many appeals of 1.3.3 from the Big 8 were submitted and granted/denied.
· New Admin Sports Reps were shown, to check if accurate or any changes.
· Officials Contracts – Softball has one more year, but expiring are M/W soccer, M/W basketball and volleyball.  We used to vote on the contracts, but the commissioner and assigners lately have been approving.  We should talk about proposed contracts at our assembly meetings.  We should have an opportunity to review the contracts prior to commissioner approval.  We agreed to bring this to the constitution committee.
· Scholar team awards – submitted.
· Program review – two schools DVC and Santa Rosa for Fall.  Let us know when you want to have your program review.

SID Report – David Silverstein.  Please keep stats coming in and rosters and games within the times.  David can approve Form 3’s in Mike’s absence.  

Constitution Committee – Jeannie Calamar.  We added info on the commissioners evaluation form, administrative assistant and sports information job description and evaluation, we are changing academic all conference for basketball for fall, we needed to update sport reps, admin reps and sport chairs.  Mitch Campbell was the VP, so now Tony will be VP and then President next year.  For past president, it will be Matt Wright, since Nick is retiring.   Officials contracts are listed in the constitution.  There is a committee on management council looking at program review changes, but it is not effective yet.  Question if we can use Presto for commissioners evaluation, like we use for voting.   

Gender Equity Committee – no report.   A question came up on the 3C2A process for transgender athletes, what is required and how to process eligibility.  Board is reviewing the process and talk of revising it.  It is currently vague.  Colleges are to follow the 3C2A language.

Equity and Inclusion Update – Steve Roberson.  Regarding Midseason appeals there were 44 submissions state-wide and all were approved.  Question was how many were men/women and were there any that missed deadlines, etc.

Additions to the Agenda:

Bat Testing for Softball – Not enough stickers for the team.  Colleges need a minimum of 20.  Some of the wrong stickers were used.  Why are the coaches associations in charge of this compliance and not the commissioners.  There was a suggestion for baseball and softball that we test once at the beginning of season, that each college have their own bat testers for softball and baseball (cost is roughly $1,000 each), where each coach tests every Tuesday before conference play, each week.  

Process for when Commissioner is unavailable – Constitution committee.  

CCCPEKD – AB 928 update and efforts to represent the interests of athletic departments and PE/Kinesiology departments across the state regarding the potential negative impacts of this legislation.  

Legislative Calendar discussion.  We pulled the following for discussion: P-13, P-20, P-21, P-30, O-1.

Fall 2023 Assembly mtg – Suggestion was to have future Big 8 Assembly meetings at least a week prior to the 3C2A convention.

Adjourned at 12:20pm.  

